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!e title “Tone Studies” says very little about what is actually in 
the music. I chose it because each movement o"ers a large num-
ber of choices about quality of sound, choices that will continue 
to unfold over time. Each study is a small and passionate essay – 
a “short story” without words.

Four of the six studies make reference to chorale melodies:
No. 1:  Christ, Unser Herr, zum Jordan kam 

Christ our Lord came to the river Jordan
No. 2:  Credo in unum Deum 

We believe in one God
No. 5:  Wie bist du, Seele 

Soul, how have you become so unhappy?
No. 6:  O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded
!e original melodies can all be found in the 371 Four-Part 

Chorales by J.S. Bach.
!e sixth study has the title “Whale Story.” I wrote a very brief 

story that should be read aloud as part of any performance. It 
can be read aloud by the soloist, or by someone other than the 
performer. !e text is in both the score and part.

 — dav i d  m a s l a n k a

Note to the Performers
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No. 6: Whale Story
(O Sacred Head Now Wounded)

Why should God have incarnated only in human form?  
(A brief story about whales)

In the sixty million years or so the great whales have had, 
both on land and in the oceans, there have been numerous, 
and in fact innumerable, great beings among them. 

In fact, it turns out now that all the great whales are either 
highly developed bodhisattvas or Buddhas. 

And in fact it turns out that the Earth’s oceans are a Buddha 
Pure Land, and when you pass from this existence it is to be 
hoped for rebirth as a god or a great whale. 

In fact it turns out that the Pure Land oceans of the Earth 
are a training ground for Buddhas across all space and time. 

We are loved by the great whales, and they, serenely riding 
the waves of birth and death, will die for us so that we may 
come to our enlightenment.

The end.
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